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A rt s  a n d  E n t e rta i n m e n tA rt s  a n d  E n t e rta i n m e n t

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Bear like bamboo lover
  6. Bestow an honor upon
11. Persevere without complaint
14. Winglike structure
15. Laymen
16. Deranged
18. Maxims
21. Large Br. draught horse 
breed
23. Diving guillemot
25. ______ d’e, seats you
26. Designed chairs
28. Set out
29. Encased in plastic
31. Fluid for maple syrup
34. Acquire
35. Manuscripts (abbr).
36. Scheme
39. Neck garments
40. 18th Greek letter
44. Temperance crusader Carrie
45. Prevaricators
47. Not quite right
48. Young codfish
50. Central mail bureau
51. Bring together
56. Before
57. Where Philip Johnson lived
62. Healing crusts
63. NW Iranian city

CLUES DOWN
  1. Czech capital
  2. 2001 Spielberg film
  3. 23601 initials
  4. Decalitre
  5. Nursing organization
  6. 2nd #1 Jackson 5 hit
  7. Director __ Anderson
  8. Support group (abbr.)
  9. Railroad (abbr.)

10. Sheer patterned cotton cur-
tain fabric 
11. Latch onto something
12. Didymium
13. Coated a road surface
14. 20th C. NY Gov. Smith
17. Transfer property
19. Retirement account
20. Furnish with weapons
21. Arabian greeting
22. Sword handles
24. Snake-like fish
25. An adult male human
27. Adventure stories
28. Building lots
30. “French Kiss” actress Ryan
31. Posts
32. Broadway actress Julie H_____
33. Peruvian beach town
36. Shrimp sauteed in butter 
and garlic
37. Decimal system base
38. 1/1000 of an inch
39. Tear from a catch
41. World data organization 
(abbr.)
42. Rubberized fabric coat
43. Take into custody
46. An open skin infection
49. The 1st state (abbr.)
51. White linen liturgical vestment
52. More (Spanish)
53. Equally
54. Used to be U___
55. The woman
58. Atomic #89
59. The 4th state (abbr.)
60. Atomic #76
61. Expression of uncertainty

ARIES - Mar 21/Apr 20
Your frustration may reach a 
boiling point this week, Aries. 
You need to find an outlet or 
you may just explode. Find 
something relaxing and do it 
in spades.

TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21
A sudden blast of inspiration 
gets you through some tough 
times this week, Taurus. The 
creative juices get flowing and 
you produce everything you 
need to get done.

GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21
Confrontations may be 
unpleasant, Gemini, but some-
times they are necessary. Just 
make sure you are diplomatic 
and logical in your approach or 
it could backfire on you.

CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22
Although you may prefer to be 
silent this week on a certain 
matter, Cancer, once you get 
started voicing your opinion it 
can be hard to stop. Try not to 
say too much.

LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23
This week you will learn 
that you can be content with 
fewer material things than you 
thought. That’s because money 
is tight and you can’t succumb 
to every whim.

VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22
Every day can’t be a happy 
day, Virgo, and there are some 
bumpy ones along the way this 
week. Use this opportunity to 
learn from the bad day experi-
ences.

LIBRA - Sept 23/Oct 23
Right now it could seem chal-
lenging to find a positive out-
come in your love life, Libra. 
But just stick with what you’re 
doing and you just may be 
pleasantly surprised later on.

SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22
You may need to put on a suit 
of armor this week, Scorpio, 
because your friends may be 
unnecessarily brutal toward 
you for no apparent reason. 
Avoid fighting back.

SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21
This week you’re pretty tired 
from all of your hard work 
through the months, Sagittarius. 
You’re tempted to just throw in 
the towel for a while. That’s not 
the thing to do right now.

CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20
You have high hopes around 
an upcoming adventure, 
Capricorn. Just don’t let your 
self-confidence waver or the 
plans could fall through. Let go 
of your fears.

AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
If you were expecting some 
help from a friend or family 
member, Aquarius, you may 
not like the reality that he or 
she won’t follow through. It’s all 
up to you.

PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20
You are a few more steps 
closer to your dream, Pisces. 
That’s enough for now to keep 
you moving forward. Anything 
is possible.

Did you know... 
There is another reason to 
love peanut butter. It contains 
resveratrol, 
which can 
help prevent 
cancer.

On Nov. 6, Darko Entertainment 
along with Director Richard Kelly 
released their latest Sci-Fi Thriller, 
The Box, starring Cameron Diaz 
and James Marsden.

Based on the short story “Button, 
Button” written by Richard Mathe-
son, The Box brought in over 7 mil-
lion dollars opening weekend.  

The film begins with a C.I.A in-
ternal memo being typed across the 
screen. The memo explains that a 
man named Arlington Steward has 
recovered from severe burn wounds 
and is delivering units related to the 
Mars project.

Set in Richmond, Virginia in 
1976, the film then follows with Ar-
thur (James Marsden) and Norma 
(Cameron Diaz) lying in bed.  At 
5:45a.m there is a knock at their 
door.  Norma wakes to the noise and 
heads downstairs to see just who it 
is. As she looks through the peep-
hole she sees a black car drive away. 
Not knowing who it was, she opens 
the door to discover a large package 
at her feet.  The package was left 
by Arlington Steward, which was 
noted in the beginning of the film. 
Norma brings the package inside 
and she and her husband Arthur pro-
ceed to open it.  

As anyone would guess, they 
open the package to find “the box,” 
and a note stating, “Mr. Steward 
will return at 5 p.m.” Once Norma 
and Arthur examine the box, their 
questions begin.  Who is Mr. Stew-
ard?  What does this thing do?  Why 
did he drop it off and not stay?

Fast forwarding a bit, Norma 
finds out that the private school she 
teaches at has decided to drop her 
salary and might let her go com-
pletely. As this happens to Norma, 
across town at NASA, Arthur is 
awaiting the news on whether or not 
he has been accepted into the astro-
naut program. He too, gets upsetting 

news. Due to his failing scores on 
the physiological exam, he is denied 
the mission to Mars.

As their day has been filled with 
bad news, Norma finally returns 
home and promptly the infamous 
guest arrives. Arlington Steward 
has a faulty appearance due to the 
accident, which startles Norma.  Af-
ter inviting Steward into the house, 
Norma is quick to learn just what 
he has to offer her.  “If you push 
the button, two things will happen.  
First – someone, somewhere in the 
world in which you do not know 
will die.  Second – you will be re-
warded one million dollars.  You 
have 24 hours to decide.”  

Once Steward announces his 
proposal, the film then begins to go 
out of this world.  Someone dies, 
as Steward explained, people all 
around the family become “work-
ers” of Steward, and the plot be-
comes difficult to follow. 

At the end of the film, you learn 
that a lot of national security com-
panies like the C.I.A, NASA, and 
the F.B.I are all involved in the 
“experiment” that Steward is con-
ducting.  The head of NASA asked 
Steward when the experiments 
would be complete, and Steward 
replied, “When enough people stop 
pushing the button.”  Steward, who 
is working for a higher command 
(i.e. Aliens) is testing human be-
ings to see if they are worth keep-
ing alive.  In other words, this film 
explains that humans are greedy and 
would do whatever they need to in 
order to survive.  

Overall, this film was out there.  
Kelly could have done a lot better of 
a job portraying his overall concept.  
But who knows?  Maybe Kelly will 
come back and create a much bet-
ter Sci-Fi film that will match up to 
his previous record-breaking film, 
something better than The Box.

  

On Nov. 19, in the A.K. Hinds 
University Center, Western Carolina 
University hosted a WNC Read-for-
All with novelist Dorothy Allison.

Dorothy Allison, born in Green-
ville, S.C., uses her hometown as 
the main location for most of her 
novels. Bastard out of Carolina, Al-
lison’s third novel written in 1992, 
was the piece Allison read from dur-
ing the event. 

The story takes place in Green-
ville, S.C. around the mid- to late- 
1950s in the rural South. This tale 
centered on the Boatwright family, 
a close-knit clan known for their 
fighting, drinking, and womanizing.  
Ruth Anne, nicknamed Bone by her 
Uncle Earle, is born a bastard child 
of Anney Boatwright.  Through-
out the novel, Bone deals with her 
mother trying to alter her daughter, 
her stepfather Glenn sexually abus-
ing her, and the struggle of family 
life in general.

“Greenville is what I dream,” Al-
lison said.  

The Read-for-All was set in 
the A.K. Hinds University Center, 
where the University Theater was 
packed.  First, Allison spoke about 
the setting and the style of this nov-
el, including the specific locations 
she used in most of her books, and 
the relevance of the setting.  She 
then touched on the violence that 
takes place throughout the majority 
of the book.  Once she opened up 
the violence talk, she began to read 
an excerpt of the book.  “I’ve been 
called Bone all my life…”

Once the book discussion came 
to a stopping point, Allison opened 
the floor up for questions; the au-
dience was quick to respond.  The 
questions came from all over the 

theater.  What is your writing pro-
cess like? Does it come from the 
first draft?  Have you ever regretted 
naming the book?  Did your pub-
lisher ask you to change anything?  
If so, how did you fight that? 

Allison’s answers were quite hu-
morous. 

“I grew up during the Women’s 
Movement and due to that you have 
to build and develop a strong voice.  
And believe me, I’m a mouthy les-

bian,” Allison claimed.
Once the book became a best 

seller, it was not long until Allison 
got word about turning the book 
into a film.  Anjelica Houston came 
to Allison wanting to direct the film 
for Bastard out of Carolina.  

“I was terrified.  I was afraid that 
I was going to have to change my 
name,” Allison joked.  

One of her biggest concerns with 
the idea of turning her book into a 

movie was how the abuse would be 
portrayed.  She did not want it to 
be too over-the-top.  Once the film 
came out, Allison was impressed 
with the completed film, and thank-
fully, she did not have to change her 
name.

Allison read another passage 
from the book, and opened the floor 
up once more for questions.  She 
concluded the discussion with one 
final question.

 WCU hosts read-for-all with Dorothy Allison
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By Samantha Crotty
Contributing Writer

 “Do you find that life is a posi-
tive story?”  Allison asked, and then 
answered, “Yes.  There is always 
hope.  I don’t think I would write if 
I didn’t believe that.”  

Dorothy Allison’s next book, She 
Who, is currently under production.  
She is excited about this next nov-
el, and believes that all her normal 
readers, and new ones will enjoy it 
just as much as she does.  

The Box
“All you have to do is push the button”
By Samantha Crotty
Contributing Writer

Do we really need to be worried 
about the world ending on Dec 21, 
2012 in a cataclysmic way, like in 
the newly released movie, 2012? 

Dr. Enrique Gomez, associate 
professor of Physics and Astrono-
my at WCU, doesn’t think so. On 
Wednesday, Nov. 11 he discussed 
this belief in a lecture titled, “What 
Is It About 2012? The Maya Cal-
endar, Astronomy and the Popular 
Imagination” 

The lecture gave a brief over-
view of the Maya and astronomy in 
relation to the 2012 idea.  Dr. Go-
mez used his heritage, history, sci-
ence, and popular culture to show 
how this myth is just that – a myth. 

He began the lecture with pic-
tures form a children’s book he read 
as a child about the excavation of 
the Palenque Temple of Inscriptions 
in Mexico.

“We study the Maya because we 
are intrigued by the idea of a lost 
past and the lessons it holds for us,” 
said Gomez. 

The lecture included current 
popular ideas about 2012, including 
information about the ancient Maya 
culture and calendar and glyphs and 
how their mythologies related to as-
tronomy, and the current astronomy 
in relation to the black hole at the 
center of the galaxy and how astron-
omy plays into the myth. 

Dr. Gomez showed the Maya 
monument that deals with 2012, 
which is missing the glyphs that 
tells what will happen in 2012. 

“The evidence seems to indicate 
that the apocalypse in 2012 was 
originated by Western educated 

people in more contemporary times, 
said Gomez. “It did not originate 
with the Maya people, ancient or 
modern. “

He quoted Carl Sagan in refer-
ence to the myth -“if you have an 
extraordinary claim, you better have 
extraordinary evidence to back it 
up.”

So, the question is, should we 
worry?

“The bottom line is there is no 
reason to believe that a catastrophe 
will take place on 2012 of any mag-
nitude,” explained Gomez. “Lead-

What is it about 2012?
By Christa Hensley
WC Intern

ers of contemporary Maya commu-
nities do not propose that something 
dramatic will happen on that day 
and have criticized the claim in pub-
lic that the world will end in 2012 
according to them.”

He also said that professional 
archaeologists, epigraphers, and as-
tronomers do not believe that any-
thing remarkable will happen on 
2012. In closing to the seminar, a 
question asked was about what ca-
tastrophe will be predicted after Dec 
21, 2012 passes.

“There’s a lot for us to worry 

about,” Gomez replied. “We scien-
tists believe that earth and its eco-
system are in peril. We are running 
out of energy, cheap energy anyway. 
We are facing climate change, and 
catastrophic climate change that can 
bring collapse to countries in the 
next few decades or so. Those really 
are cataclysmic things.”

Although the lecture was short, 
only about an hour or so, Dr. Gomez 
packed a lot of information into the 
time. He talked about complex is-
sues, such as the ancient Maya lan-
guage, astronomy, and astrophysics 

in an accessible way that was easy 
to understand and follow. He was 
confident in his knowledge and kept 
the audience’s attention. He closed 
the lecture with a question and an-
swer session. 

 “It seems to be remarkable that 
we give so much credence to some-
thing that has so little evidence 
compared to all the things that we 
have in front of us. There is a future 
for humanity but it really depends 
on our own actions.”


